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GENESIS 23 2. yax n1pa — In Kiriath-arba [lit. the City of Four]. The
city was so named because four giants lived there (see Num-
j bers 13:22); or the name was given prophetically because
PARASHAS CHAYEI SARAH four illustrious couples would be buried there: Adam and
, Abrah d Sarah, | d Reb! , and Jacob and
1Q arah’s lifetime was one hundred years, twenty years, and seven years; the yea E;’:h (E;ash?;n and Sarah, lsaac and Rebecca, and Jacob an
Sarah’s life.(2Sarah died in Kiriath-arba which is Hebron in the land of Canaan; nninab) MYy 189y — To eulogize Sarah and to bewail her.
Abraham came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her. 3 Abraham rose up from the presen The nuances of the phrase denote that Abraham eulogized
his dead, and spoke to the children of Heth, saying: * “l am an alien and a resident among his beloved yvitfefy ir}?ﬁhasizing tl;: n&i‘: ;rr:l(:sst:f;:‘?:p‘z:
£ . . . ” come associated wi er name, Ior -
grant me an estate for a burial site wlt_h you, that | may b_ury AmyAdejad from before me. s:nte L her as the princess of all mankind [see commentary
to 17:15) (Kli Yakar).
The word ana3%1 is written with a small 2 to suggest that
3 e —_ the full extent of his weeping was kept private. His grief was
RASHI ELUCIDATED infinite, but the full measure of his pain was concealed in his
@938 37 — AND ABRAHAM CAME Y3 131 — from Beer-sneba,! mpaaY) ey 1e0Y, — “to heart and the privacy of his home (R’ Hirsch).
eulogize Sarah and to bewail her.?  pRy¥! NTRYY MW NOMIREN - Sarah’s death is juxtaposed
with the Binding'of Isaac  n77pyR N2 ' byy 1Y — hecause through hearing the news of the.
Binding, nYnwh M3 eI — that her son was readied for slaughter vy Kby vYRD) — and 20 Y &
was nearly slaughtered, g mawy IR — her soul flew from her, 3nnm — and she died.? e it
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It would seem more accurate for Rashi to have written that pt w3 oav3h 7“? pY3 NN BB b
Yitzehak was almost slaughtered, rather than he was almost not Job o 1390 W3 nb P
slaughtered — which seems to imply that he was indeed slaugh-
tered, but just barely. What does Rashi mean to teach us? I 1 o7 G
The Sifsei Chachamim explains that a messenger informed " 3 - -
Y xl
Sarah that Yitzchak had been bound to the Mizbei’ach and prepared NR UMY DMKV WY 19°01 VDT T B TRIT MATN3 B 9
, for slaughter, but before he could conclude that Yitzchak’s life was AY3 7 Nn PR
. spared, Sarah died from shock. Th.us, Rashi means to say that the [rona TypyY o YID° DRIAR Y1 ,Dm7aR W 13 an 11:!_ﬂ77 wn
messenger was about to say that Yitzchak was not slaughtered, but ¢ 5 " 5 oy
he did not have the chance to conclude his words. i aialal nepyn W AT
e N \J}J K V\)’Lv-bk'y o g
At this stage a question of a more technical nature presents itself: if - (“ = o L=
oo LS D= e AR ™Y M
J Yy g 7 4

Rashi is addressing the juxtaposition of the account of Sarah’s death
with the incident that preceded it, why did he attach his explanation to
the second verse in this parashah, which describes Sarah'’s eulogy? Surely
it would have been more appropriate to include this comment on the
figst verse, in which Sarah'’s death is mentioned. Rashi is always consis- '
tent in this respect — he attaches his comment to the specific phrase o1
word that requires further clarification.
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- three-day journey to Mount Moriah, all the while making incessant ef- ~

forts to dissuade Avraham from fulfilling God’s commandment. Never-
theless Avraham resolutely marched on and overcame every obstacle
that Satan placed in his path. We would have assumed that Satan would
have given up after Avraham offered Yitzchak, but Satan knew better.
He had one last weapon in his arsenal — he could have claimed success
if he could have made Avraham regret having offered Yitzchak as a sac-
rifice.

~I Satan’s aim was to invoke the volatile spiritual principle known.as
toheh al harishonos, “regretting the past deeds.” Depending on how it is
applied, this principle can lead to either extremely positive or very de-

structive consequences. On the one hand, it is an essential component

of teshuvah, for by regretting one’s evil deeds, one can effectively erase

every last trace of them. On the other hand, if someone were to regret
the righteous deeds he performed in the past, they, too, would be erased.
The frightening truth is that a person who behaves righteously
throughout his life and accrues much eternal reward can theoretically
wipe the slate clean at the very end. This is why Satan acted to.make
Avraham regret having placed Yitzchak on the altar.

x Satan’s approach was simply to show Sarah the vision of Yitzchak,
lying upon the altar, thereby bringing about her death. Satan thought
that this would surely cause Avraham to regret his noble act and to
think, If only I hadn't fulfilled God’s commandment just this once!
Why did I do it? These thoughts would have been enough to erase the
merit of the binding of Yitzchak from Jewish history.

Had Avraham given expression to his acute sorrow in mourning
Sarah, Satan would have said to God, “You see? He regrets placing
Vitzchak on the altar! Wipe the slate clean!” Avraham could have failed
this tenth test retroactively and lost a portion of his eternal reward. For
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back at us with round two. He makes us wonder whether

we_did the right thing or not, and he may even cause us to
rearet the good deed or righteous decision we have already
Inade.

I've heard several cases of highly successful people
who became baalei teshuvah. Soon after they became fully

i i 's | ible
this reason, Avraham, through a herculean display of self-control, con-) Shabbos observant, their businesses tanked. It's impossi

sciously repressed his sorrow and kept his tears in check. This was(,

( ‘Awgaham’s final trial — to outmaneuver his own evil inclination..
\ This is why Rashi’s comment regarding the juxtaposition of Sarah'’s.
death and the binding:of Yitzchak is attached to the second verse,
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i N NESIVOS SHALOM, THE SLONIMER REBBE ANALYZES
iwords that we say every night, both in Maariv and in the
bedtime Shema: “Vehaseir Satan milfaneinu umei’achareinu |
?—-—- remove the Satan from before us and from behind us.”

~ The “Satan before us” refers to instances in which the
Satan stands in our way, trying to prevent us from doing a
mitzvah. An obvious example was during the Akeidah, read
in last week’s parashah. A Midrash describes that Avraham
had to persevere through numerous obstacles, such as walk-
ing through a river that was up to his neck — which were
all actually the Satan in disguise - in order to reach Har
HaMoriah to perform the Akeidah.

But what is the “Satan behind us"? Once we have com-
pleted a mitzvah, what can the Satan possibly do that we
have to pray to Hashem to thwart him from harming us?

The Nesivos Shalom explains that there are times when we
do a mitzvah or pass a nisayon (spiritual challenge), but then
things don’t work out the way we thought they would and we
begin to second guess our righteous acts. The Satan does not
give up; even if he loses round one, he sneaks up and comes

for the thought not to creep up into our minds, and into the

minds of the person affected: Why is it that when he was irre-
ligious, he had the “Midas touch,” and now that he’s religious,
everything he touches turns to dust?

The thoughts that this man and all those around him have
— and which are difficult to chase from their minds — are
placed there by the “Satan behind us.” The baal teshuvah
has already made the difficult trip to Judaism, but the Satan
doesn’t want him to be at peace with it. Even if he doesn’t
actually contemplate going back to the spiritual wasteland
he abandoned, he’s no longer as excited about his newfound
religious convictions. There is now a measure of regret.

Parashas Chayel Sarah begins with a classic example
of the “Satan behind us.” Avraham Avinu returns from the
Akeidah to find that Sarah has passed away. Rashi reveals,
based on a Midrash, that the news of her son’s near-death is
what caused her to die. The Satan wanted Avraham to regret
passing one of the greatest tests of all time — the merit from
which his descendants still reap reward to this day.

{3 z’(ln actuality, however, Sarah was destined to die at that
exact point in time. The Torah stresses that her life was “one
hundred years, and twenty years, and seven years — the
years of Sarah’s life” to teach us that those were to be the
years of her life regardless of whether there was an Akeidah
or not, When the Satan arranged it to seem as though she died

( from shock because of the Akeidah, Avraham Avinu identi-

( fied the timing as a ruse, and he did not regret his actions.

“The Torah takes note of Avraham'’s muted crying by writing
livkosah with a small kafto teach us that he didn't experience
remorse and regret for what he could have perceived as being
the cause of her death.
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Aside from Nesivos Shalom’s teaching about the Satan
behind us, there is a valuable message to be gleaned from
Avraham Avinu's approach to Sarah’s death. When a family
member passes away, the children (or, lo aleinu; the par-
ents), second guess their every step. “If only we had done

this, if only we had done that ...” In the first two verses of
Chayel Sarah, the Torah teaches us that feelings of guilt are
not in place. Once a loved one is gone, we should 1 n
proportion to the tragedy, but we should not view the loss as
_an indictment of our own actions. No matter what we feel we
“F‘ cpuld have or should have done, every person has a predes-
tined life span, and as painful as the loss may be, we should
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hazal (Midrash Tanchuma, Vayeira 23) explain that when
Sarah heard of Yitzchak’s near slaughter, she was overcome
by emotion and died. However, they also inform us (Shemos
Rabbah 1:1) that Sarah was a greater prophetess than Avraham. How
then was Avraham able to perform the act itself, when merely hearing of
Yitzchak’s near death overwhelmed Sarah, the greater of the two?
s Fulfilling a yi*®), test, often seems beyond one’s capabilities. However,
Hashem does not expect the impossible, and when He commands us to
do a mitzvah, included in the mitzvah is the necessary strength to
complete it. The mitzvah itself reinforces one.
Indeed, Avraham did not possess the natural ability to slaughter~
Yitzchak; however, Hashem’s command imbued him with the strength
? to do so. Sarah, who was not commanded to sacrifice Yitzchak, retained
her natural strength and passed away upon merely hearing of Yitzchak’
near death.
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Alternatively, we can explain that Sarah’s soul fled her body

after having experienced such a tremendous spiritual ascent that
she was unable to retain her hold on this physical world. Such
was the case with the Mishnaic Sage, Ben Azzai, who entered the
Pardes: the Orchard of Godly Wisdom, and became so enthralled
with the awareness of the Almighty that he was unable to return to
this world. Regarding this incident, the Gemara states:

Four entered the Pardes: Ben Azzai, Ben Zoma, Rebbi Akiva, and
Acheir ... Ben Azzai gazed and died. Of him it is written, “Precious in
the eyes of Hashem is the death of His pious.” Ben Zoma gazed and
was struck [in his sanity]. Of him it is written, “If you find honey, eat
no more than your fill, lest you gorge yourself and vomit.” Acheir
uprooted his plantings. R’ Akiva alone emerged in peace. **
3¢ _The Maharsha comments: “Ben Azzai gazed and died.” His soul
embraced with powerful love the upper worlds from which it was
formed. As he gazed at the radiant light, his soul took leave of his
hody and shook itself free of all the body’s worldly interests. At that
moment he found the peace he desired, and chose not to return to
his place in this world. This was a lofty spiritual level, for which
reason it was said of him, “Precious in the eyes of Hashem is the
death of His pious.”

In Parashas Acharei Mos, Ohr HaChaim applies the same prin-

ciples to explain the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, of whom the verse

. testifies, 1 "85 nnRa — “They drew close to Hashem and died.”
They entered a plane of spiritual awareness that rendered them
(_ unable to retain a connection with this physical world.

Similarly, Rav Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin explains that when R’
Akiva was being executed and he recited Shema, and he then died
not from the iron combs that raked his flesh, but of the love and
yearning for the Creator that pervaded his entire being and drew
his soul to its celestial home.

’;‘L The same was true of Sarah Immeinu. When she heard QLthe
great sacrifice her son had made, having been all but offered ag a
korban on the Mizbei’ach, she also ascended to such a lofty sgirit\@

level that her soul fled its body.
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